Rabbi Irwin Keller, April 2021

There is a Divine name derived from the story of the Crossing of the Sea. It is used in medieval Jewish
amulets and magical spells. It is made up of 72 triads of letters. Here’s how:

The three consecutive verses, Exodus 14:19, 20 and 21, vividly describe the Divine miracles leading up
to the Parting of the Sea. Each of them is made up of exactly 72 letters:
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19. And the angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them;

20. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these; so that the one came not
near the other all the night.

21. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and YHWH caused the Sea to go
back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided.

To form the Name of 72, you take the first letter of verse 19 (vav), the last letter of verse 20 (heh) and
the first letter of verse 21 (vav) to form the first of 72 triads: M. Then you move to the second letter of
verses 19 and 21, and the second-to-last of verse 20. You keep moving right to left in verses 19 and 21,
and left to right in verse 20. Here’s a chart to demonstrate:




Ultimately, you arrive at this name, made up of 72 triads, or 216 letters, divided into ten lines here as its
layout is suggested in the medieval book, Sefer Raziel HaMalakh:
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These triads and this name are not really pronounceable. But they have a prominent role in the history
of Jewish magic. Think about it: the Parting of the Sea might have been the greatest manifestation of

God’s miraculous power ever witnessed in our history or mythology. The Name of 72 points to exactly
that miracle-making aspect of the mighty Divine...



